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Preface

CLIL Institute for Teacher Education (CLIL-ite) started as a NPO (Non-profit Organization)
in 2022, after | retired from president of the Japan CLIL Pedagogy Association (J-CLIL).
The current CLIL teacher education program (CTEP) focuses on the J-CLIL Accredited
Teacher (JAT) program. | would like to continue these CLIL teacher education programs
for several years. This CLIL Student Intercultural Communication Experience (ICEM)
program is one of these CLIL-ite teacher education programs to promote CLIL in Japan.
That is because | would like students to understand what CLIL is. CLIL is integrated
learning, which should include languages learning, thinking about Australia,
communicating with the local students, and develop intercultural awareness. | believe the
14 students who visited Melbourne for one week as well as Sydney for 3 days could learn
many things through authentic learning experiences. This report can show some pieces of
evidence for their learning outcomes.

TEX Shigeru Sasajima, Chair of CLIL-ite

HolidayInn
Express




The program outline

Schedule: Wednesday, August 20th to August 30th (11 days)
DAY 1 (August 20th) 22:00 Departure: Haneda, Tokyo
DAY 2 (August 21st)  09:00 Arrival: Sydney, Australia
Accommodation: Holiday Inn Express Sydney Airport by IHG
DAY 3 (August 22nd) Cultural experience in the city centre of Melbourne
Library, museum, taking trams, and shopping
DAY 4 (August 23rd) 14:00 Travel: Sydney to Melbourne Tullamarine
Shopping at Coles supermarket
Accommodation: Flagstaff Green Apartments
DAY 5 (August 24th)  Cultural experience in Melbourne
DAY 6 (August 25th)  Visiting the University of Melbourne
Campus tour & meeting at the library
Shu Onhki arranges this visiting program
DAY 7 (August 26th)  Visiting Monash University
Campus tour & communicating with the students
Junko Nichols, the director of Japanese language
education centre ,arranges this program
5 volunteer students support this program
DAY 8 (August 27th)  Visiting Kew High School
School tours, classroom activities with the students,
communicating with the students
Ms Elise Dunstan and Mr Andrew Cerini arrange this program
DAY 9 (August 28th)  Visiting Simonds Catholic College 1
School tours, classroom activities with the students,
communicating with the students
Mr Liam Perera arranges this program
DAY 10 (August 29th)  Visiting Simonds Catholic College 2
Classroom activities with the students and city tours
with the students
Mr Liam Perera arranges this program
DAY 11 (August 30th) 09:35 Departure: Melbourne
19:00 Arrival: Narita and dismissal



Participants :
14 secondary school students

AINA UCHIYAMA
HIBIKI KAMIKAWA
HINAKO YAMASAKI
KANADE UCHIDA
KOKONA BABA
MASHIN HATTORI
MINAMI MATSUO
NATSU TAIRA

RISEI KAWASAKI
SAKUTARO USHIZU
SHINNOSUKE MORIUCHI
YUATAO

YUNA YAMASAKI
YUTO SUEISHI

2 participant teachers

FUMI KATO
RIMI USHIZU

Coordinator

SHIGERU SASAJIMA

Purpose: Students aim to have precious ‘lived experience’ of intercultural awareness and
translanguaging use of English and Japanese as well as learning English use.

Participation fees: 300,000 yen (flights, accommodations, studies, etc.)



The travelogue

This program was conducted by CLIL Institute for Teacher Education (CLIL-ite), supported
by the Japan CLIL Pedagogy Association (J-CLIL). Also, the University of Melbourne,
Monash University, Kew High School, and Simonds Catholic College kindly accepted our
offer to visit and supported the 14 Japanese students’ studies and intercultural
communication experiences. Thanks to them, we visited Sydney and Melbourne,
Australia, from August 20th to 30th, 2025. |, as the coordinator of this program, appreciate
all of them and report what the students did, how they learned, and what they thought in
Sydney and Melbourne. Initially, | wanted young people in Japan to understand how
Australian students, as well as international students, were learning, and what they led
their lives and thought. Though the Japanese students are not yet accustomed to using
English fluently, | hoped they could share ideas with the students and teachers in
Australia. As a result, | am very satisfied with them, as they shared meaningful
communication in both English and Japanese. Here, | would like to write my journal about
this program.

1. Introduction

We must ensure the safety of 14 students when taking them from Japan to Australia, as
we are responsible for their wellbeing during overseas travel. Therefore, we tried our
best to create a good supporting system before, during, and after the program. However,
such precautions increase travel costs and overseas travel insurance expenses.
Currently, prices are higher, so the total cost per person may exceed 600,000 yen or
more. It is undesirable to make the program too expensive. The point is, therefore, that the
program’s cost should be kept as low as possible. Why aim for a low cost? | would like all
Japanese children to change their mindset regarding learning English and intercultural
communication through the concept of CLIL (Content and Language Integrated Learning).
The fundamental concept is CLIL, which intends to focus on natural learning contexts
through using necessary languages such as Japanese and English in this program.
Furthermore, | would like to think a lot more about multilingual and multicultural learning
contexts in Australia, which is actually different from the Japanese context in that the
Japanese language and culture have been very influential to its daily life.



CLIL emphasizes learning content through languages (English and Japanese), focusing
on learners’ autonomous or independent learning, encouraging them to think for
themselves and make decisions about how to learn. Additionally, learners should always
consider their own cultures and others’ cultures, which is called intercultural
communicative competence (ICC). ICC is key to their global communication, but it is
difficult to grasp practically, as it involves real experiences and authentic learning.
Ensuring security and minimizing travel costs—including transportation, accommodation,
food, and attractions—should not limit their core activities.

Safety and low cost are often conflicting priorities, but it is very important to balance them
in this study program. It does not aim to do business but to provide practical education for
children. However, we must consider both aspects carefully and manage the program with
the help of volunteers in Melbourne. The primary goal is, as | mentioned, to inspire young
Japanese students to look forward to their future, learn English, study various disciplines,
see the world, and work internationally. | hope this program will positively influence their
future perspectives. To improve the program, students should have opportunities for
decision-making, self-judgment, intercultural awareness, and learner autonomy.

Regarding safety, | believe most places in the world, especially in democratic, developed
countries, are relatively safe—like Japan, generally speaking. Of course, some
entertainment districts at night may pose risks, but during the daytime, visiting universities,
schools, or other public places usually involves no problems. Activities like using public
transportation, staying at hotels or apartments, shopping, eating, and walking around are
authentic experiences. If problems occur, students must try to cope with them
independently. These incidents can be valuable learning experiences, fostering
awareness and resilience.

Low cost also encourages students to think about their expenses and manage their
finances responsibly. It helps them understand currency and exchange rates through
activities during the program. Without such independent opportunities, for example, if a
travel agency handles all arrangements—including tickets, transportation, and
accommodation—they simply follow instructions without decision-making. Cost reduction
means students perform many activities themselves, with minimal support. Although there
may be risks or troubles, we have a support system with local people who can assist if
needed.



The keyword for this program is challenge. Traveling using local transportation and
staying independently at apartments—cooking, washing, and managing daily routines —
are practical activities that help students develop survival skills. Communicating with
students and locals in English in real situations is not classroom learning but practical,
real-life practice, even in a short time. We hope such challenging experiences will benefit
their future studies or careers. In this report, | will describe how the students spent their
time during the program. Visiting two universities and two secondary schools in Melbourne
contributed to enhancing their learner autonomy. They experienced daily life in Australia
and had to think about managing their own activities—taking trains, trams, and buses;
handling troubles; shopping; cooking; washing; and communicating in English. Each
student was responsible for their behaviours and decisions. Despite the short stay, |
believe they reflected deeply on their future studies abroad and gained confidence in
using English independently.

2. Travel Journal
Day 1: Wednesday, August 20th & Day 2: Thursday, August 21st

We gathered at Haneda Airport at 7pm. The airport was crowded with tourists from other
countries and Japanese students departing for overseas. Most participants came from
Nagasaki, having travelled to Tokyo earlier that day and appearing tired. Two teachers
kindly assisted the students, who all study at the same Juku (private preparatory school).
One student participated from Saitama. The group of 14 students was very active and
motivated to visit Australia.

Before traveling, | held several online classes about Australian languages and cultures.
Although many students were busy during summer vacation and couldn’t attend all
sessions, they looked forward to visiting Sydney and Melbourne. Regarding flight
bookings, | encountered some problems—the ticket costs were higher than initially
planned. This increased the overall expenses, especially for meals, requiring us to cut
costs. | volunteered without compensation and could not offer cashback to the teachers,
either. | am concerned that our NPO may not generate income from this activity, but |
realized it was important to carry out the program regardless of these disadvantages.

The flight was comfortable, and we arrived safely at Sydney Airport, passing through
immigration and passport control smoothly thanks to ETA. The weather was poor, so we



decided to take a train to the nearest station. We purchased travel cards at the station.
The system was straightforward, but we were surprised by the high entrance fee at the
airport. | was unaware of this beforehand. However, it was a good learning experience,
and when we left for Melbourne, we walked to the airport since the weather had improved.

In the evening, we bought food at a supermarket for dinner. Many students
underestimated the appropriate budget and couldn’t cook in the hotel, so they bought too
much of their favorite foods on the first day. They learned to judge proper portions and
prices through this experience. By the next day, they understood what and how much to
buy. | was relieved to see that all the students seemed well and enjoyed traveling from
Tokyo to Sydney on the first day in Australia.

Day 3: Friday, August 22nd

In Sydney, we stayed at a hotel near the airport because we had to leave early the next
morning. It was within walking distance to the airport and easy to reach the city centre by
tram or train. My original plan was simple: to visit the Opera House, and then to have
students form small groups of 3 or 4 to explore their favorite spots. The weather was not
ideal, so we didn’t visit many places, but the Opera House and harbour area made a
strong impression. During sightseeing, many school groups were also visiting the Opera
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House. We saw numerous tourists

|
\

around. Most students felt it was truly
Australia. However, they seemed
hesitant to move around alone, so |
changed the plan to stay together until
the shopping mall, where they could
have lunch freely and shop within the
mall. This was successful, and they
enjoyed their own time while gradually
understanding Australian life and

people. We returned to the hotel
earlier in the evening. Some students still wanted to buy things at the supermarket or
explore nearby areas.

This was their first time moving around in Sydney. Although they had plans to visit many
famous spots, time was limited. Still, it was a good start, as they became familiar with daily
life in Sydney: observing diverse people from different ethnic backgrounds, hearing
various languages, and experiencing local shops and stores, including Japanese foods
and fashions. | believe they felt relaxed and comfortable during their stay in Australia.

Day 4: Saturday, August 23rd

It was a beautiful morning. We walked to the
airport from the hotel with their luggage. The
walk took about 15 minutes, and we avoided

' extra fees by not using the railway. The flight
from Sydney to Melbourne lasted less than two
hours. Although scheduled for 2pm, we arrived
early, allowing time for shopping and meals.
Most students checked in independently and
travelled safely to Melbourne. | observed most

students gradually gaining independence in
managing their activities. After arriving at Melbourne Airport, we took the airport bus to
Southern Cross Railway Station, then walked to the apartment where we stayed for a
week.

11



The students began their independent living at the apartment. They used four rooms, with
3 or 4 students per room, on different floors, with security keys preventing free movement
between rooms. They were responsible for managing their own meals—shopping,
cooking, and cleaning—and for budgeting their expenses. | aimed to foster learner
autonomy based on CLIL principles. | am unsure how well they coped, but | believe they
learned a lot working together. Even if they encountered problems or failures, these
experiences would be valuable for their personal growth and understanding of real-life
situations.

%

In the evening, students bought groceries for their meals at the supermarket. They
gradually became familiar with shopping procedures and made individual or group
decisions about what to buy and how to prepare meals. This process helped them learn

12



about social systems and cultures, particularly how to live independently without parental
support. They also looked forward to visits to universities and schools, which would
provide further intercultural and academic experiences. These activities exemplify CLIL,
focusing on content learning, communication, and intercultural understanding.

'sv ' y

Day 5: Sunday, August 24th

This was the first full day in Melbourne. In the morning, we took trams and walked around
the city centre, visiting landmarks like State Library Victoria and Flinders Street Station.

13



The main aim was to familiarize students with navigating Melbourne’s streets and tram
system. However, two teachers took students to the Shrine of Remembrance because
they came from Nagasaki. All students visited the shrine, then took sightseeing trams to
other parts of the city centre before shopping for dinner at a supermarket.

It was a good opportunity for students to observe Melbourne on a busy Sunday. Although |
didn’t visit the shrine myself, most students told me it was a meaningful and impactful
experience —especially knowing that Nagasaki is not represented there. Since their stay
was only a week and their main purpose was visiting universities and schools, their
sightseeing was limited. They learned the importance of managing their time effectively
and making choices about what to prioritize.

Day 6: Monday, August 25th

The main program began today. We walked to the University of Melbourne from the
apartment—about a 20-minute walk to the Faculty of Education. All students appeared
eager to meet Shu Ohki sensei, who kindly agreed to speak about studying and living in
Australia. Ohki sensei and | have shared ideas about CLIL, bilingual education, and have
met at the university and various conferences. He has conducted research with Professor
Russel Cross, who has supported my CLIL research in Melbourne for over 15 years. Ohki
sensei earned his PhD under Professor Cross.
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Ohki sensei greeted us at the front of the Education building and then took us on a
campus tour of the main campus. Although | had visited several times, | didn’t know many
of the buildings. The University of Melbourne is highly regarded internationally, making
this an excellent opportunity for students to learn about university life. We visited the
Baillieu Library —Australia’s first purpose-built university library—and then entered a
seminar room he reserved for us. He shared his academic history, career, and life in
Melbourne.

Students asked many questions about his background and experiences. | believe his story
inspired them and broadened their perspectives. Ohki sensei now works as a lecturer in
Language and Literacy Education at the Faculty of Education. His research focuses on
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language teacher education and CLIL pedagogy. Although originally trained in natural
sciences, he developed an interest in language education after coming to Australia,
especially in CLIL. He has lived in Australia, built a family, and established a career. His
personal journey offers a model for students aspiring to study and work globally.

At lunchtime and during the campus tour, Ohki sensei kindly interacted with students.
Also, Kanauchi san, a Japanese university student participated in the TJFL (Teaching
Japanese as a Foreign Language) program joined us, sharing her experiences as a
teaching assistant at a local school. This was a positive start for the students in
Melbourne. Although the campus buildings are in the city centre, limiting the sense of a
traditional campus environment, | hope students gained a clearer picture of university life
and study options there. It was a valuable experience.

Afterwards, students explored Melbourne’s city centre through sightseeing and shopping.
It was important for them to practice moving around independently, using trams and
walking in the streets.

16



Day 7: Tuesday, August 26th

We visited Clayton campus of Monash University, which is located outside the city centre
and has several campuses. We took a train from Flagstaff station to Huntingdale station,
then a bus to the campus. At the bus terminal, Junko Nichols sensei met us and guided us
to the meeting room. She is the director of the Monash Japanese Language Education
Centre (MJLEC) and teaches Japanese in Australia. She arranged our visit and campus
tour with Monash students. Clayton campus is large, with multiple faculties and facilities,

differing from the University of Melbourne.
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The mission of MJLEC is to improve Japanese teaching in Victoria, South Australia, and
Tasmania. They support Japanese teachers seeking advanced qualifications, develop
curricula tailored to Australian students, create resources, and offer scholarships for
postgraduate studies in Japanese language education. Established in 1996 and housed in
the Japanese Studies Centre at Monash University, it has supported my research and
professional development.

In the meeting room, Junko sensei kindly gave the students university merchandise and

talked about Monash University, language education in Victoria, and her career. Her
background as an English and Japanese teacher in Australia provided valuable insights.
She shared her journey and encouraged students to think about their future careers. Her
enthusiasm and experience inspired the students, fostering motivation to pursue
international careers.

During the visit, two Japanese graduate students—Fubuki Yamashita san and Ryo
Fukumoto san—and other students at Monash University joined us. After the meeting, we
moved to the campus café, where students mingled and exchanged contact information
via social media. This informal interaction helped students practice English and Japanese
communication and build connections with local students.

They then participated in campus tours guided by Ms. Yamashita, Mr. Fukumoto, and
other students, visiting various facilities. These bilingual activities helped them become

18



more comfortable communicating across cultures. Despite the short duration, students
expressed enjoyment and interest in establishing international friendships. Afterwards, the
group explored Melbourne’s city center through shopping and sightseeing. | encouraged
students to make independent decisions and enjoy their free time within the program’s

framework.
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Day 8: Wednesday, August 27th

Early in the morning, we left the apartment for Kew High School via tram. During the trip,
an incident occurred: one student forgot his Myki card and had to purchase a new one at
the post office. Responsibility for this expense lies with the student. Upon arrival, we were
warmly greeted by Ms. Elise Dunstan, who coordinated our visit. | have visited this school
several times and know it’s a good school.

iss?
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Thanks to Ms Dunstan and Mr Andrew Celini, a dedicated Japanese language teacher
I’'ve known since 2018, our visit was very successful. We observed classes in chemistry,
arts, physical education, and Andrew’s Japanese class, where students participated in
quizzes and group competitions. The Japanese students shared ideas in English and
Japanese, collaborating with local students. This activity aligned with CLIL principles—

20



using two languages to share knowledge and foster intercultural understanding. The

students enjoyed learning together.

The Japanese students also had the opportunity to join the English Language Centre
(ELC) or English as an Additional Language (EAL) classes, which support new
immigrants. They learned Australian English alongside local students, gaining valuable
exposure to language diversity. Since many of them had limited English proficiency, this
was especially beneficial.

21



At lunchtime, students interacted with Kew High School students, some playing basketball
in the schoolyard. They exchanged contact information and made plans to stay in touch. |
hope these connections will continue beyond the program. | appreciate the school’s
hospitality, and the principal, Mr Andrew Moffat, kindly discussed future school exchange
possibilities. Although CLIL-ite is not a school, | will explore opportunities to establish

partnerships with suitable institutions.

After leaving the school, students had free time for shopping and sightseeing. In the
evening, they relaxed by visiting each other’s rooms, using the swimming pool, or
exercising in the gym. | am pleased with their proactive attitude and sense of

22



responsibility. This pro gram emphasizes learner autonomy—students chose their
activities, and | supported their independence.
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Day 9: Thursday, August 28th

This was the final day of visits to Simonds Catholic College. Mr Liam Perera, a kind
teacher of Japanese who previously worked as a JAT in Kumamoto, kindly arranged our
visit. | met him at the TJFL (Teaching Japanese as a Foreign Language) conference six
months earlier. Thanks to his support and the principal, Mr Robert Anastasio, we could
visit this school twice. Simonds Catholic College is an all-boys school. | also thank Ms.
Yoko Yao, another Japanese teacher, who supported this program. Without the efforts of
these teachers, the visit would not have been possible.

27



Simonds Catholic College is very close to our accommodation. Unexpectedly, Mr
Anastasio welcomed us at the gate, and Liam and other staff were very kind, offering
refreshments and explaining the school’s background. Liam assigned ‘buddies’—
Australian students paired with Japanese students—to facilitate communication in classes
like math, science, and history. The Japanese students initially worried but gradually
adapted to classroom activities. These genuine Australian classes, conducted in English,
provided authentic language immersion experiences.

During lunch, students socialized with Simonds students, communicating in English and
Japanese. Some students played basketball in the yard. Liam, a versatile teacher of
Japanese and ltalian, organized fun activities like video game sessions based on student
requests. | was surprised to see many students enjoying themselves—such entertainment
can be great for social bonding.




In the afternoon, all Japanese students joined Yoko Yao sensei’s Japanese class to
observe and assist. Her teaching style is interactive, promoting communication in
Japanese and English. With 14 Japanese students, she incorporated Japanese culture
into lessons, providing a model for effective language teaching and cultural exchange.

29



In the same school, Liam engaged students with quizzes, cultural talks, and classroom
activities. Thanks to his preparation, the day was very fruitful for the Japanese students.
We left around 3 p.m. for the apartment. In the evening, students had free time to relax or
explore on their own. Tomorrow was nearly the last day, so they did what they wanted.

Day 10: Friday, August 29th

We returned to school at 8:30am., where students met their buddies and attended regular
classes. Many students, with limited English skills, found the lessons challenging but
appreciated the opportunity to observe authentic classroom practices. Buddies helped
them understand lessons and participate. These activities are important steps toward CLIL
and EMI (English Medium Instruction)—even if students do not grasp everything
immediately, they gain valuable insight into school life.

Students participated in various subjects in the morning. Some classrooms conducted
tests, requiring students to move between rooms. Lessons involved listening, tasks, and
problem-solving. Understanding English instructions was crucial; students who knew key
math and science terms could better follow and answer questions. Although some found
classes boring, those aiming to study or work internationally could see how classroom
learning occurs in English-speaking contexts. | did not pressure them—this program

supports learner autonomy, encouraging them to reflect and decide for themselves.
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The final activity involved cooking with buddies—collaborative work in English and
Japanese. Students prepared Japanese dishes like curry rice and omelette with fried rice.
This CLIL activity integrated language learning with intercultural exchange, as students
communicated about cooking methods and ingredients in both languages. After cooking,
they enjoyed their meals together, chatting in English and Japanese.
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Following the cooking session, there was a student music performance —an unexpected
and joyful surprise. All students participated happily. Music, as a universal language,
facilitated good communication. | am grateful to the staff and students at Simonds Catholic
College for this wonderful time together.

Later, the buddies took us to Queen Victoria Market, a famous Melbourne market. Liam
arranged this outing to Bourke Street Mall for shopping and socializing. Students
exchanged contact information and social media accounts, fostering friendships. | hope
these connections will last. In the evening, we had dinner at a Mexican restaurant for a
reflective gathering.
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Day 11: Saturday, August 30th

Early in the morning, we had to leave for the airport. However, one student’s room lost the
key, which cost 200 dollars to replace. Responsibility for this expense lies with the
student. We then departed Melbourne for Narita. The flight was smooth, and we arrived
safely. The Nagasaki team had to stay in Narita overnight due to their flight schedule, but
they all returned home safely the next day. That concludes the report.

Summary

Overall, the program was successful, thanks to the cooperation of Australian colleagues:
Shu Ohki sensei, Junko Nichols sense, Ms Elise Dunstan, Mr Andrew Celini, and Mr Liam
Perera. Without their support, this program for 14 Japanese students would not have been
possible. | also appreciate the volunteer work of Rimi Ushizu sensei and Fumi Kato
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sensei, who supported the Nagasaki students traveling from Nagasaki to Tokyo. | am very
grateful for their assistance.

Having completed this program safely and fruitfully, | am very satisfied with the results. |
believe all 14 students enjoyed the experience and learned things they could not acquire
in their regular school activities in Japan. Through this program, | aimed to develop their
global competence —a multi-dimensional construct involving knowledge, skills, attitudes,
and values applied to global issues and intercultural situations. The program aimed for
students to: 1) understand the Australian education system and realities by visiting
universities and schools; 2) become motivated to learn about life in Australia and improve
their English skills; 3) develop open-minded attitudes toward Australian students and
residents in multicultural Australia; and 4) enhance intercultural awareness by engaging
with Australians and understanding diversity, equity, and inclusion.

Understand
and appreciate
the perspectives
and world views
of others

Global

competence

- The OECD PISA 2018 Global Competence

https://www.oecd.org/en/topics/sub-issues/global-competence/pisa-2018-global-competence.html
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‘Global competence’ may seem like a broad term, and ‘globalization’ can have mixed
connotations, but it influences world stability in many ways. Not all students will realize the
importance of developing global competence from a brief visit to Australia, but | hope they
have grasped some aspects of it.

| also hope CLIL-ite will organize another program for Japanese youth in Melbourne next
year. My plan is similar, but higher costs may prevent it. The total cost of this program is
about 300,000 yen, but students from Nagasaki paid more. | did not receive any reward,
only covering travel and accommodation expenses. Volunteers like Rimi Ushizu sensei
and Fumi Kato sensei also paid their own costs. Ultimately, this program is not a
commercial venture. | sincerely thank everyone who supported and participated. Finally, |
want to say, “Thank you to all the students who joined this program.”
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From Shu Ohki sensei to the students
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From Junko Nichols sensei to the students
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From the students to Junko Nichols sensei
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WIS F (HINAKO YAMASAKI)

. There are two wonderful things about Australia. First, | like the public transport. It is
very comfortable. In Japan, there is no free zone. | envy that there are free zones on
trams. Second, people are friendlier than in Japan. | was happy that they greeted me
with a smile, even on the train.

. There are two wonderful things about Japan that | realized after going abroad. First,
Japanese food is very delicious. Australian food didn’t really suit my taste. My
recommended Japanese dishes are sushi and ramen. Second, the fact that Japanese
staff’s actions are polite. It was normal when | was in Japan. But, after going abroad, |
felt more grateful.

. There is one thing | didn’t like about Australia. | didn’t like that people were spitting
gum directly into the trash can, but it might depend on the person. Lastly, | was able to
have many experiences at Monash University. | will make use of this experience in the
future. Thank you very much.

JI ISt (RISEI KAWASAKI)
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What | like about Australia is the high sky and abundant nature. Perhaps it's because
the country is so large, but the trees along the roads are so tall, the parks are so
spacious, and there are so many places to relax. | thought it would be wonderful to live
here. | also thought it was wonderful how people casually strike up conversations with
older people, people walking around the area, or people they happen to share an
elevator with. It's wonderful to be able to talk to people you've just met about where
they're from and what they're doing now. | really felt that they value the connections
between people. Another thing | like about Australia is the freedom. The way people
dress, eat, and sit seems to have their own unique style, which | thought was very
cool. In Japan, | tend to be a little self-conscious about what others think, but in
Australia | was able to live without worrying about it!

BERDOVFEOVWRERSTEECBE. SHRMAEKRLWVWEZSETT I I 1 BLDP
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What | really like about Japan is the delicious food!!! The chewy, sweet, white, shiny
rice is the best in the world. I've missed Japanese food many times while I've been in
Australia. Another thing I like about Japan is how order is so rigorously maintained.
Japan is a wonderful country, where people are so considerate of others—using
honorific language when speaking with older people, staying quiet on the train, not
littering, etc. | believe Japan is what it is today because so many people follow good
manners.
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One thing | found a little difficult about Australia is how fast the escalators are. | was
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surprised because | thought even the Japanese subway was pretty fast. | think it must
be difficult for elderly people and small children to ride them. Also, their behavior in
class is a bit noticeable. They're chatting away while the teacher is talking, or listening
with their feet up on their chairs, and | wondered if there was a reason for that. Maybe
this is normal in Australia!
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» The temperature is Sydney was higher than in Melbourne, so it was very
comfortable.

» There were many people playing instruments and singing in the Streets, and it
was a lively.

> | thought it was amazing that demonstrations were actually taking place and that
there was a group that was able to voice their opposing views.
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» Corn flakes in a ziplock bag.
» The price of water in Japan is cheaper than in Australia, and there is a wide variety
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of drinks available at low prices in Japan.
» Therice | ate in Australia was dry and not very tasty, but when | got home and ate
it, | realized once again that Japanese rice is chewy and very delicious.
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» There was a difference in sales when | went shopping. In Japan, sales are often
written as "OO% OFF", but in Australia, they often written "BUY 2, GET 1 RFEE".
| think | prefer Japanese sales to Australian sales.

» We have to wear shoes even indoors.

WEEE (MATSUO MINAMI)
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From Liam Perera sensei to the students

On the 28™" and 29" of August, Simonds Catholic
College hosted a group of fourteen students and
their supervisors from Japan. The students
ranged from 13 to 17 years old, all from the
Nagasaki prefecture in the southern region of
Kyushu, and all had a keen interest in learning
about life and culture in Melbourne. They were
first welcomed by our principal, Robert Anastasio,
who took them of a tour of the nearby St Mary’s
Church and the new STEM Centre / F-building.
Many of the students came from Catholic schools
and remarked that St Mary’s was now the largest
church they had ever been in!

The Japanese students were partnered with one or two students from Simonds — around
their age. Together, they would spend most of the two days, going to classes together,
learning about each other’s interests, and communicating in both English and Japanese.
Thursday concluded with a joint cooking session where the Japanese students showed
our boys how to cook Japanese curry. One group even cooked the complicated dish of
Omurice — a Japanese style omelette over fried rice — yum!

On both Thursday and Friday, the
Japanese group attended all kinds

of exciting classes with their
buddies. They conducted
_ practicals in science, solved
» quadratic equations in maths

= - class, saw our Simonds students
work hard at essay writing in
English, and even joined in a
p music class where they jammed
| out together.
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Finally on Friday was a tour of
both the nearby Queen Victoria
Market and Bourke Street in the
city. The boys showed our guests
the best stalls and shops around,
with the Japanese group leaving
with heavy bags of souvenirs and
lighter wallets.

The final goodbye was emotional,
with laughter and hugs
exchanged. Our students were
encouraged to keep in touch with their new friends through emails, social media
exchanges and maybe even a visit to Nagasaki someday!

We thank the group for choosing to come to Simonds and the head organiser Mr Shigeru
Sasajima of the CLIL Institute for Teacher Education for his organisation and opportunity
for our students to enrich their Japanese learning.
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Students’ voices

Risei Kawasaki

| visited Australia in August. | could get a lot of things in Australia. | write about two things.
The first one is about a local supermarket. The supermarket's foods were interesting for
me. But, there is a more interesting thing in it. It is free fruit for children. | was surprised
when | saw it for the first time. Because | think that there is nothing like this in Japan. So |

was interesting , and | think that Australian are very kind.

The second one is about the War
Museum we visited. We learned the

history of wars around the world there. |
live in Nagasaki, so | wanted to see ,
about Nagasaki before | entered the -\l B Free fruit

museum. But! There was nothing about e Il for kids AL

I
Ly Let your kids enjoy a
e . fresh piece of fruit

Nagasaki. Nagasaki was the site of the
atomic bombing, but it wasn't there. |
was surprised and felt sad. | thought |
would have to tell about Nagasaki, but |
realized that | don't know much about the
wars of the world. So, | had to learn
about wars of the world. These are my

while you shop. °Row“

memories.

| could enjoy myself in Australia. | learned about the difference in cultures and ways of
thinking between Australia and Japan. For example, school classes are different. |
observed classes in two schools. These classes are wonderful. Because the students
quarreled their teacher in the history classes. | was surprised. | have never seen such
quarrels like my school classes in Japan. There are things that Australia is better than
Japan. It is about public facilities. | think Australia's public facilities are cleaner than Japan.
| knew that Australia is such a good country. So, if | have chance to go to Australia ,| want
to go to Australia again.
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Aina Uchiyama

| went to Australia this August. When | decided to join this program, | was very nervous. But
thanks to my friends, teachers, and the people in Australia, it became a very special memory
and a great experience for me. Sometimes, | couldn’t say what | wanted in English, but |
used gestures and the words | knew to talk with others. | was happy that | made friends in
Australia. It gave me confidence that | can do it too.

The University of Melbourne & Monash University

First, at the University of Melbourne,
Professor Oki talked about his
experiences and Australia. | was happy to
hear it because it made my thinking wider.
Second, at Monash University, | heard
Professor Junko’s talk about education
and talked with students. | felt the
differences between life and learning in
Japan and Australia.

Third, in both schools, the classes had a good atmosphere, and | thought the students were
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learning freely. Also, unlike in Japan, there were classes where students thought by
themselves and classes where the teacher showed things, not only video lessons. | was
surprised at that.
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Kanade Uchida

| visited Australia. | was able to learn a lot
there through various experiences. Among
them, there are three things that left an
impression on me.

The first is the war memorial in Melbourne.
There, we were able to learn a lot about
famous wars and things that we don't know
well. What surprised me was that there was
almost no mention that the atomic bomb of
the Pacific War in which Japan was involved
was dropped. | wanted to spread the atomic
bomb not only in Japan but also in the world.

There were many other things that were not
found in the Atomic Bomb Museum in Japan, and it was very interesting.

The second is attending the classes in Melbourne. | was surprised by a completely
different way of teaching from Japan in these classes. However, | felt that the content |
learned was the same as in Japan, but it changes a lot just by changing countries. After
all, I thought it was very difficult to cross the language barrier. However, | was happy to be
able to understand what | can learn regardless of languages such as mathematics.

The third is cooperation with
friends. | was able to cooperate
g With my friends in various things,
such as walking along the streets
I've never been to with my friends,
taking a tram I've never had
before, and making dinner with
friends.

When | came back to Japan, |

realized that | had returned to
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Japan when | saw the Japanese phrases that | could understand. | learned a lot of things
at the program, and | was able to experience and feel various things with my skin, and it
was a really fulfilling training.

(2025 FD 8 BICA—R LS UTPZEIINK UTc, ZITEBABRRBRERBL TS
ADZEZZRRENTEXR U ZOPTHRDEIRICEZ 7ZHDN I DHD XY,

—DBREXILNILY TOEEREETT, T TIIEZRESONEENAI KNSR
BHEELKSARBIENTER UL, FZTRHOEWEZ & (FBARDED > TLWKEH*
BBORFBENBINLZENFEFEVNTLWEHI > ETT, BROTRFERD &
ZERXREFTRCERICAHTEVWEBWVWR U, ICHEBERDRBEREICHBVKLSK
HDHWeK TAH DI ERBICEEKENHDT UL,

ZDOBIEA—-R S U P TOERDIE
BRIEETT, BEARTEREEEL
EBOBEDLEAICEZEXR UL, LHL
BE5SNBRFBERERURBDICEHLNZED
BT TIKEDDERKR UK UL,
PEDSEDEZBZDDIFIT<EH
LW ERBRDEERWKRLEE, LHML
HFRREDSEICBFEBRIERDDHD
(SRACHIBREIT D ENTEELN D
7= T9Y,

3 DBI(IfPEIEDHANTT, PRIEE
el EDRBRWVBEBOIEDESIECE
DRV S AICE> THEDRSERZE
EoTBARNEDREVNWBRWVWBRRIE%E
PEEBRNTDIENTER U,

BARIC)E> TETINIBRTEDEE
TXEHNEMTVWTERICIFE > TERZEEERLFT U, A—R NS UPITHETERY
CZFRIXKRBZEZZV, BRBRUTWBWBRBRZEZINTRUDZENTE, KY(CFTE
LietfET U,
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Hinako Yamasaki

First of all, | visited Australia in August. At first, | was anxious and nervous. But in the end,
it was a great experience for me. | was able to learn so many things in Australia. What
made me happy at first was that | could use English to communicate. It was my first

experience, and | remember feeling happy.
Monash University

Junko-sensei’s story was very impressive. | was especially surprised that she didn’t want
to be a Japanese teacher from the beginning. After hearing her story, | feel | have more

choices in my life.
Kew High School, Simonds Catholic College

| had a meaningful time
and felt people’s kindness
at Kew High School. |
watched chemistrym P.E.,
and art classes, and |
joined an English class. I'm
not good at speaking
English. But local students
helped me by using a

translator, and we could

communicate with

gestures. | was very thankful.
Life in Australia

| really enjoyed living in Australia. | also tried kangaroo for the first time, and it was really
delicious. Australian food didn’t really suit my taste. The weather in Australia was very
nice. Transportation was great. For example, | was surprised that the tram had a free

zone. In Japan, there is no free zone on the train.
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Lastly

| would like to visit Melbourne again. This was my first time abroad. | enjoyed it very much.

But | think | need to study English more to make it better. | will try hard to speak English.

A=~ S U TDEN

FAEZDIHETIEK SADZEZRRZZENTER U, IDHFICENRICIKROTWVWBRZ
EZBNMULERT,

EF w22 XKETDIEFHEDSDHE

TF VY2 RBETHAREBEOEEE UTEHVWTWBIBRELEDHFEEEE Uz, BAE
EDVWTPIBFREDRRBREEHZI TWEREEX U, R IBFEREDHFERE
TETHENDEREKDBREDLEND KX UT, IBFEEBEOHRAIE. BAREOLEIC
BB3DHDTE B >EM>TVWT, ETHEZF LU, IS EERBREZEST
CENTELERBWVET,

Kew High School TDH#FE]

CDERTIE. WARWBRIREBEEZRZUZDRFLDUR UL, MMBRUL OEF
(3. BEBOBRETT, A—RNSUPDRSVIEYTZT —LHBEEN =TI,
BBRDRBEFRDIEESIHDOH > TESTE UK, flCH. REBTERILHSYT —A
HH 2T, BHBIMEOSRBWEEH dZInE. BUH272TY, BIRA(CIE, Rith
DEFEDESAERULKBEETDIENTER U, FAFHEBAVHEDBRLDT,
BREYPY I RFv—%FE>T. IZ2Z5—yavaeEbFELE, BHDEBHDR
KT BLWERBZHBHH DX U, BERBHENTLWDILZDFHET. £ THE
BMUELUE, FABDRBHABENDKSCRDIZVEBRSBVER U,

Simonds Catholic College T®DH#FE]

CDERTIHDERICEOD TR EF. ZD2HDET, —DBIE. hL—S1 %=1k
DTBANEZETT, MDAEYIRFP—RETIZIAZTI—I3VZEDRNLS,
XEULWHAL—S A RZEDIENTER UL, ETHEREUDLDRZTT, ZDB(F /N
T 1 EDHDEERTT, 21—V EORNUTPY—TYRCT2T FPYT1%ZE ST
HE5VWE U, SETICEBRNEZEDBWLW SWMEND/7=TT, THELWLMNDET
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Fo YIVEVIE-IILToT, BRZERBHISEULIHKELR L

BEIC. FAFCOHETETHERRTEFX U, ROENH >S5, FTELVE
BULET,
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Yuna Yamasaki

| had the opportunity to study abroad in Australia, and it became one of the most
meaningful experiences in my life. At first, | was very worried about whether | could really
live in a foreign country. Everything felt unfamiliar, and | wondered if | would be able to
manage daily life in English. However, as | worked together with my classmates, |
naturally started to feel more confident. | found myself eager to communicate with local
people, and little by little, | was able to put that into practice.

Even simple things such as shopping or asking someone for help required me to use
English. It was very nerve-racking, and sometimes it felt extremely difficult. But when |
managed to make myself understood and actually have a conversation, | felt very happy
and proud of myself. Those small successes gave me more motivation to keep trying and
taught me that communication is possible as long as | make the effort.

One of the most memorable moments for me was the words of Professor Ohki at the
University of Melbourne. | joined this program at a time when | was feeling very uncertain
about my future. When | asked him what | should do about not knowing what path to take,
he kindly told me, “At your age, it is natural not to know. You should live your life while
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searching for what you want to do.” His words made me feel relieved and encouraged me
to broaden my perspective. | realized that | don’t have to decide everything right away,
and that | can continue to learn while keeping an open mind.

Another strong impression came from observing the differences between schools in
Australia and those in Japan. In Australian schools, the atmosphere was very free. During
class, students actively spoke with their teachers, and discussions were lively. On the
other hand, | also saw students who were clearly not paying attention, and yet this was
still accepted as part of their freedom. It made me think deeply about what true freedom in
education means.

In Japan, | used to think that rules about hairstyles, uniforms, and behavior in class were
unnecessarily strict. But through this experience, | started to realize that these rules might
actually protect us and help create an environment where learning can take place.

Overall, this study abroad program gave me valuable insights not only into English
communication, but also into education, culture, and my own future. It was sometimes
difficult, but every challenge taught me something new. In the future, | would like to study
abroad not only in Australia but also in many other countries. | want to continue to expand
my perspective, communicate with people from different backgrounds, and keep learning
about the world and about myself.

FMEA—RNSUPTIEKSADZIAZT—23a0aedEVWS 2 EZBECERDFL
o | REBICEIUUEELSBEEKDEEN K SAHD XY, FAEBARTREDOMEZ T DI
(BB DIIC, ESUTIEBHEZIRBRVWEWFRWALZES EFTSLLKRFHICBoTL
FUfe o TJZTEWVWSEKRZERT BEEE(C(S rubbish, trush, waste, garbage R ETE K SAD
DEITH. ENEESHELLEIC, A—R S P TIE rubbish EES ADZ WS &(T
[OEF U, THRE trush THBLUDZDHRICHB > TRICHR > TEADL R T, Rit
DALCZOTZIZETTLVWTIDNERELKE. BULWIo>Ttrush EE>THEIRLRZ I T3
EEHOXRLE! | BDFITT | | | BDFIESAEYZDFIRDOTIN., FAlEZE
NMMEHDENWSCENE>THEUL,NDEDTYT | | BAREBICHEL2EZ2T7VRIE
BOSFTEREAERUBHKREWSSEREKSAHDERBVWEXT, TIH. B&L2&ES
SEARE > TLWTHEBREDLDERIT LN ?
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FADEWNWEWCEIFT—D I EDHAITEDTHABRIENKYNEEWVWSZETYT | @E-HTE
BECTHN. THh3HEULNBVWENWSEEZR > UG DI ENKBRAIL EARS RV
X U7

INIHESSHBRALTDFE LTI TRHDFEA. BARDPTH, HULHUIESHEBFICENHS
BLHE LRV, H UBFNERD 2715 ES LES. BEANICERZILADAIICIEFRAR
BRCEZEZDERBVWKRT, THEDHRAIE>THD | WBEREA—-RSUPITITo
TRB=ZLRDE, 1?2?27 FLEVWVBRIBZERFRUE.... ZNTHBHOIEFEURITXL
feo D TESTBULHRBRVHSTY | SLBINETHSBLWNSTY | | £H5C
ZElCHhKBODB oI EZSSAL ! EVWSBHER > TRADIENKETT,

SETADBEBZRICLUTEVW WS EZESDREERIIND I ELEB>TWLEITE,
BREZBULTEZADZEDLDFRLUE, InHSIE. BOMMER WS EEERTEWEICE
Z6NBESCHRDET | 2BREREVNS ETHEREVEBTULRED, BAREBENE K RVISER
TBSITDRERETHDERFICENTRIEDN URIFNIEWFRWVWAL, EWSTLyY
ry—HRERUEL, THERDHWREBENMED 2REITS<KEBULND/]ZTT, ZDFEH
HEOEMNTTXEDEWVWRBREWBSWBRRC EEZRUB I ENTEXR UL, TSV
BRICBOFIRLLE ! | R BNESHNLIZWVWTT,
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Kokona Baba

| was particularly impressed with visiting high schools and universities in Melbourne. | saw
many students freely select their own research topics and exchange opinions with
teachers equally. Compared to Japan, it was a good atmosphere that they respect each
other. | would like to do “what | want to do.”

In both talking in class or chatting in daily life, many people confidently expressed their
opinions. In Japan, people often wait to say something for a while or hold back what you
want say politely. Seeing the difference between Australia and Japan, | thought, “Our
social atmosphere may be shaped by its communication style.” | really had a culture
shock.

| had another deepest impression, which was “attitudes to not fear failures.” Most people
as well as students expressed their thoughts without worrying about mistakes or failures. |
like this atmosphere. It is good with me if my English isn’t perfect. It gives me a push to do
what | need.

In Australia, clearly stating your opinion was natural, and there was an atmosphere where
people respected each other. “Reading the air” is often valued in Japan, while | felt that
“‘just speaking up first” is truly valued in Melbourne.

Walking through Melbourne's streets or riding a tram, | felt like strolling through a diverse
art museum. People walked along the streets —some wearing colorful clothes, others
sporting tattoos or piercings. What surprised me most was that | saw how often strangers
would casually say, “How's it going?” or simply smile at each other. When | tried to take a
photo, a man kindly made a peace sign and happily posed for it. On the tram, an elderly
woman sitting next to me suddenly said, “Those shoes are cute!” | was surprised and
delighted with this culture. Most people are so familiar and approachable, even if they are
complete strangers. Melburnians seemed to me it is easy to naturally share smiles with
each other.

When ordering at a café, | felt like a small victory. But at the supermarket, when the
cashier quickly said, “Tap your card,” | had to ask her to repeat it several times. Even with

the frustration of those failures, | could feel myself growing.
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In Australia, | also visited the war memorial. There, | saw many exhibitions showing how
Japan fought against the world. However, | was shocked to find very little exhibitions about
the atomic bombings. At that time, | wanted Japanese people to face and understand how
Japan fought against the world, and | wanted people from other countries to learn more
about the atomic bombings that had occurred in Japan. | believe people around the world,
including myself, should maintain an interest and concern for peace, and continue to think
about it.

RHRETH, BATERCEEIHFUWEZANDORZRK KSBAET U, REBEZES
EFTHLS, ANFCREZERBEZTAIHDIDIEETIONENET, XILNILYDREERES
DEHNS, BPMRIFDCEEZEEEBLROTZEVWEVWSTEFENBLWTEEX U,
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Natsu Taira

| visited Australia in August. It was my first time to travel
abroad. In Australia, | learned a lot about the differences
between Japan and Australia. | was surprised at how
active the QANTAS flight attendants were. They looked
like a lot of fun and cheered me up to watch. The traffic
lights in Australia were different from those in Japan.
When | first saw them, | was surprised to see the red
light flashing. | thought many explanations of the street
signs were kind and easy to read.

The buildings were all beautiful to me. They had some
fascinating
murals. | was
excited to see
popular
characters
included on them.
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We went to the Shrine of Remembrance. | was
also able to learn about Japan from a Australian
perspective. | was surprised to see the exhibition
of Japan. Although it mentioned Hiroshima,
there was nothing about Nagasaki. The view from
the balcony was very beautiful. | hope peace
continues in the future.

We visited two universities in Melbourne. The first
is the University of Melbourne. | was
surprised to see that they sell
stationery, food, and even clothes.
Next, we visited Monash University.
The colors and shapes of the
buildings were fascinating, and there

were some interesting panels.

At Kew High School, | was surprised
at how quick-witted the students
younger than me were. Finally, |
went to Simonds Catholic College. |
made curry with the students at that
school. It was a little difficult but fun.
| also thought it was great that this
school plays music to make it easier
to study. There were a lot of kind
and interesting people at each
school, so it was fun!

There was a bird that doesn't exist in Japan. It’s a
Magpie-lark. It was very cute. However, during the
breeding season, they become more likely to attack
humans. It's called a magpie attack and it seems to
be very dangerous. | want to go to Australia again!
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ME8RICA—RRSUPZIINK UL, FULHTOAETULRE. BREMDEDEWN
[CDOVWTIEKSARIZENTEX UL, BADEERBEDEFIDRS [CEE X U,
ETHELZST, BTLWwTmarBFR Uiz,

BALESMNMEVE U, MO TRERE. KMESHRBLUTWTEEX UL, HIELD
DTHRYIEERVWE U, YR, ENdBRMTLE, BYICE. BEHH > THEHBITL
o ARFYSO9—0BMNMTVWTDIIDI LU, ThE BERBECITEXRUL
oo AEDSRIZBADZ EZRDIENTEXR UL, Ffel LEBIEDVWTEEWTHD
XUleN, RBOZEEFEBEHIMNTWERLK T, BETUR, /ULDZ-—TRRENETHE
NWTUTE, 2D SBFRMRS LSO XT,

KEZERICITEX U, —2BREXAIIRILYKETYT, XEEPEARY., FRETHEST
WT, BEX U, RIC. EFYY1RZBIITER UL, BYOBLEABHNT, &6
LAWKRILBEBHD XU F2—KRETEH. AKDETRODIC, BOREENREL TES
FUleo REICUYAMEVYIARMNIYOKRBICITEXR U, FAEBE. COERDEFERLS
E—HICHL—ZEDE U, DLEULDDEIFE, BUDDTT, oo TOEK(E
MBICEPTEDRLSBTREENTTVT, WWERBWE L, EDOERBEBLL, HL
ZVWADTTELSESANTEULID]ZTT |

BRIECEVWZVWEDNVWXR U, ZNREYFRARKUTY, ETHAEND/ZTT, LHL.
FIEHAICAD EAZHELYPTKBDELDTY, CnlE ¥INAPHvDOEWVNDT, &
THRBRBEKXSTI,

e, A—RNSUPICITERLWTT !
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Shinnosuke Moriuchi

| visited many schools in Australia in August. This trip was very beneficial for me. Being
able to communicate one-on-one with Australian people was an invaluable experience.

And | realized that talking to Australian students is fun. The school that made the biggest
impression on me was Kew High School. The school where | was able to communicate
the most during this study abroad was Kew High School.

In particular, when questions about Japan and Australia came up in social studies class,
we were able to have fun discussing them with each other. When we got the question
right, we all excitedly high-fived each other. During snack time, we were able to ask many
people questions about famous Australian foods and recommended places. Everyone was
very friendly and easy to talk to, so it was a great learning experience.

We are aware of the culture and society in Australia compared to Japan. The
demonstrations | saw in Australia are not seen in Japan, and | was very surprised when |
saw them for the first time. It was very scary compared to Japan, and | thought it might be
a bit difficult to live there.
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| was also surprised at how large Australian shopping malls are compared to Japan. There
were many shops, restaurants, and products that are not available in Japan.

| think it was better than Japan. One thing | was looking forward to on this trip was a shoe
store. There were some items that were only available overseas and were not available in
Japan, and they were sold cheaper than in Japan. | would like to use this valuable
experience in my future life and study English more.

A—=RARSUPDEIDARZEHT, BREKDILY R —RBARNETHEZNZEICRDE
XU7, BAOLRUEBFZHE > TWESBOATEWBRABATEEZNTTINEED, B
WZLTWBEEITITODMEHZTINLED LTNX U, BRICEHEDBNR
SZERDFBIENTEXR UL,

NOTDBATIZIAZT—Y3VEEDIDONETHOERTLUL, BAEXEEBTULHEE
TLWRWRIRTHEA—R LS UPDAREICICEELTINTELRPINDZTI, U
NUREFREBDRBRBAVRBRDBVWCLEICHRIDEXR UL, BFMIZE>TLDOH
e SARISRBRVWSENcK SABTETERIDIENTEXEATLUR, ZZRED
[CEO>TRERBRELERNET,

EBEIA—RARSUTPTREBEBEZICERFETHVWWCEREERBWET, A—RSUPD
AFHABVWATETRIEDE S THED, REBZESDICFETHEL TWDGEPATEE
BULWEU7,.

BARDEETIEEINC EDTERWVNC ELTELKEA
BACIEHDEBSDTHESIHNIEZATHEVWEBWVWKR U,
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Minami Matsuo

From August 20th to 30th, | participated in this CLIL Intercultural Communication
Experience Program in Sydney and Melbourne. We stayed in a hotel near the airport in
Sydney, as an airplane lover, being able to watch planes up close was a highlight for me.
In Melbourne, we stayed in an apartment, where we cooked, did laundry, and made our
own lunches for school. Planning our meals and buying food without wasting anything
were difficult but discussing everything with my roommates made it enjoyable. | also found
it interesting to see varieties of milk, fruits, and bread that don’t exist in Japan. We visited
tourist spots such as the Opera House in Sydney and the State Library of Victoria in

Melbourne.

At the Shrine of Remembrance in Melbourne, | learned about the wars Australia was
involved in, including World War | and Il. | was surprised that there was very little mention
of the atomic bomb, and | also found it interesting that the United Nations flag was
displayed. We visited Monash University and the University of Melbourne, where | was
impressed by the diversity of students and the unique campus designs. At Monash, there
was even a research room full of Japanese manga and a Japanese garden, which made
me realize how popular Japanese culture is overseas.

At Kew High School, we observed chemistry, history, art, and PE classes. In the history
class, the teacher wore traditional armor and acted out scenes with the students, which
was very different from Japanese classes and quite surprising. We also spent two days at
Simonds Catholic College, an all-boys school. We were paired with buddies and joined
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their classes. During breaks, we played video games together and tried Australian snacks
for the first time. On the second day, we cooked Japanese curry and omelet rice.
Explaining the recipe in English was challenging, but | managed to communicate using the
vocabulary | had learned. The curry turned out well, and talking with the students
gradually became more enjoyable.

Through this program, | realized that in an increasingly globalized world, having initiative
and taking action are just as important as English ability. Even if my English isn’t perfect,
trying to communicate —using gestures if necessary—helps others understand and
encourages them to speak clearly as well. | also learned the importance of being proactive
and not fearing failure, as seen when | served as the girls’ leader or joined basketball
despite not knowing the rules. These experiences taught me that taking on challenges

helps us grow.

Through the whole program, | realized that in an increasingly connected world, having the
initiative and the courage to take action are even more important than English ability.
Although my English isn’t fluent, | learned that it’s better to try communicating with the
skills I have —even with gestures—rather than holding back. When | make the effort,
others try to understand me as well. | want to keep improving my English so | can have
deeper and more meaningful conversations.

| also learned the importance of being proactive, not fearing failure, and seeing challenges
as opportunities to grow. By taking on roles like being a girls’ leader and trying activities
such as basketball without knowing the rules, | gained valuable experiences. The skills
and lessons from this program will continue to benefit me in the future.
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Mashin Hattori

| visited Australia last August. It was a great experience for me. | had learned a lot of
things. | was very happy to talk with Australia students in English and Japanese. It is my

precious things to make friends with them.

There were people with different races and
backgrounds in Sydney and Melbourne. |
also saw a variety of people, such as kind
and familiar people, slightly intimidating
people, people performing street music,
and people begging in the streets. One of the
good things | had about Australia is how easy

it is to deepen my understanding of various
cultures and opinions, compared to Japan.

| really liked the cityscape in central Melbourne. It felt like a
mix of beautifully developed areas and places where
traditional elements have been preserved. | also thought it
was nice that new forms of culture—like graffiti and street
art—were well incorporated into the cityscapes in Melbourne.

Another thing | noticed was that the day in Melbourne
seemed to start earlier and end earlier than in Japan. |
thought it would be great if Japan also start schools and jobs

earlier so that people could have more free time in late
afternoon. Id like to visit Melbourne in summer as well.

The professors at the University of Melbourne and Monash University mentioned that
smart people can have their own opinions and express them without hesitation. These
attitudes may be different from our culture in Japan, but | should try to speak out my
opinion.

| saw that there was a big demonstration happening in the city, which was very impressive
to me. | learned that children are not allowed to go out alone after 6pm at night. | heard
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news about a police officer being
shot and killed. Although | didn’t
directly experience any of these
situations, | realized that it was
actually dangerous. | hope things
like that don’t happen in Japan.

In addition, while | was in

Melbourne, | bought groceries at
supermarkets and cooked for
myself. Wheat products like bread and pasta were inexpensive and even tastier than
those in Japan in my opinion. Meat was also delicious and about the same price as in
Japan. | even tried kangaroo meat, which was tasty! As for snacks, most of them were
either chocolate or potato chips. Drinks, however, were very expensive — around 550 yen
(about AUD $5) from vending machines.

| visited the Shrine of Remembrance,
which was larger and presented the topic
s from a different perspective. It gave me an
opportunity to have various viewpoints.

FAEA—RARSUPHHETRUIECERRELZDHN KT, —DBI(F. SHEPUEHIE
STHIZI AT -V aVZEEIEHDHPRLIBNED TR ERETEREVWSZET
T, ZDEHICEBOMPRLLBEDIEVEVWSBERERF > THFECYURRI LT ZZEN
RKNEEBWVWEXYT, ZDBIF. HRICIEWBSWRSBEZNAHDEWSZETI, EHSZ
ZEHBCAONT ELEZPELDEEZIB UM FEDITDIDERLBVEBVWERT, &
BWCWWEZBEBWEZBEZIFANT, SORVLEZNEENEVLVVWERWVWEL
Tco
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Hibiki Kamikawa

| woke up early in the morning in Japan. | departed from
Nagasaki Airport at 7:30am, stopping at Kobe Airport and
finally arriving at Haneda Airport. | had a combination of
breakfast and lunch at Haneda Airport. The day started
with a delicious breakfast in Sydney. | visited the world-
famous Opera House. | felt the ceiling of the Opera House
was low, and a wide range of generations — from small
children to the elderly — visited there. Melbourne felt more
like a metropolis than Sydney, and the roads and streets
were wider. | visited the University of Melbourne and was

surprised that, unlike Japanese universities, it had both B ;»'

modern buildings and others that looked like they came straight out of a storybook. At
Monash University, some students gave us a tour, guiding us through the library and the
theater hall. Unlike the University of Melbourne, it had more modern buildings. | really
enjoyed visiting a spray art spot and a basketball shop. Regarding the restrooms, | was
shocked at how dirty they were. | hope they should be thoroughly maintained like the ones
in Japan.The very first foods | ate after returning to Japan were Ramen and Onigiri (rice
balls). Later, when | ate Karaage-kun Lemon Flavor (fried chicken snacks), | felt the food
ten times better than usual, and | was truly moved.

While Japan and Australia differ in culture, food, and language, | realized that the joy of
communication and the tragedy of war—these emotional aspects—remain the same
because we are all human. Although | just visited Australia, this experience made me want
to visit other countries as well. Finally, | write about the differences between Japan and
Australia. Australia doesn’t have good toilets, and high buildings and wide streets and
roads, which are different from Japan. | want to live in Melbourne because the people are
kind, the roads are clean, and some people enjoy resting along the streets and having
foods. The most memorable dish | ate was kangaroo meat, which was also delicious. |
visited a War Museum in Melbourne, and my previous perspective on war has changed.
Before visiting the War Museum, my thoughts regarding Japan and World War Il were that
Japan was a victim, unfortunately having atomic bombs. However, after visiting the War
Museum and seeing the exhibitions, | came to understand that Japan started the war, so
Japan was attacked with atomic bombs to stop the war.
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Sakutaro Ushizu

| could learn a lot about culture and history that are different from Japan in Australia. |
visited Australia in August 2025. We all went sightseeing in Sydney. The opera house's
buildings were interesting to me, and | was impressed by the idea of buildings that are not

found in Japan.

--------

The war memorial in Melbourne didn’t explain much about the atomic bombings on

Nagasaki and Hiroshima in Japan. There were wars that | had never learned at school or
heard of before | visited this place. In Nagasaki, | had a lot of time to learn about the
atomic bomb, so | could see the war from a different perspective at the memorial hall, so |
learned a lot.

When | visited high schools and universities, the students were very friendly to me. |
couldn't speak English well, but they supported me and tried to understand what | wanted
to say, so it was easy to communicate with them.I'm not good at math, but math classes in
Melbourne were easy for me to understand. My buddy also helped me int class, so | could
understand.

Australia has many kinds of people and a good learning environment to see people,
society, and culture. | am sure it is a very good country to learn how to improve my English

77



knowledge and skills as well as cultures. Australia is really a good place to study abroad.

It became a new and valuable experience that we can't do in Japan because we worked
together to live together, such as studying, cooking, and shopping by ourselves. If | have a
chance, | want to go to Australia again.
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